3o       THE LIFE STORY  OF  A  BRAHMAN

goddesses l are each worshipped by a line of clarified butter ;
four Brahmans are called in, and each is asked to recite a hymn
of blessing from a different Veda.

The night before the actual ceremony the boy's body is
smeared all over with a yellow substance (pitta). His father's
sister gives him a special piece of yellow cloth, and a silver
ring is fixed in the uncut top-knot of his hair*

After that he is commanded to spend the whole night in
absolute silence.

In the morning the father and mother take the child to the
booth, where the sacrificial fire is burning in the altar. (To
light this fire a burning piece of charcoal had been brought
from the house in a covered bronze vessel.) The mother takes
her seat at the right of the father, as thus Is an auspicious
function.2

The child is then shaved: if the ceremonial hair-cutting,
already described, has been performed, he is simply shaved Jn
the ordinary way by the barber, but sometimes to lessen
expense the hair-cutting rite is not performed till now, just
before the thread is given.

After the shaving is over, the boy is bathed, the yellow
powder being rubbed off, and his body washed with warm
, water.

Rather a sad little ceremony follows* Some sweet food is
brought, such as rice, sugar, and clarified butter, all mixed on
one plate, and for the last time in their lives mother and son
eat together; however proud the mother is that her boy is
a man and a Twice-born, it gives her rather a heartache to
realize that from now on the boy will always eat with the men
of the household. In all castes the men of a household dine
together first, allowing the ladies to take their places when
they have finished and withdrawn, (An English bride some-
times gives a terrible shock to servants unaccustomed to



n               -                    ^i, MedhS, Pus& graddkft, and SarasvatT,
called the Ghritamatpka.                                                                   '
2 At inauspicious rites, such as funerals, she sits on her husband's left.